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CITY OF DORAL
COUNCIL MEETING MEMORANDUM

ITEM TITLE:
	[bookmark: _Hlk204594423]AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 41 "TAXATION" ARTICLE III, "BUSINESS TAX" OF THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES; AMENDING SECTION 41-79 "PENALTY FOR LATE PAYMENT" TO ESTABLISH A TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND 00/100 ($250.00) CODE COMPLIANCE PENALTY FOR BUSINESSES OPERATING WITHOUT A VALID BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT AND/OR CERTIFICATE OF USE; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION OF RECITALS; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION INTO THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE



DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:
	Approval 



 BRIEF HISTORY:
	The City of Doral currently requires all businesses operating within the city limits to obtain a valid Business Tax Receipt (BTR) and/or Certificate of Use (CU) prior to commencing operations, as established in Section 41-69 of the City Code. These requirements are intended to ensure businesses are properly licensed, compliant with zoning and safety codes, and operating within the parameters of local, state, and federal law.

While Section 41-79 of the Code provides penalties for late payment or renewal of a BTR, it does not currently impose a specific fine for businesses found to be operating without a BTR and/or CU altogether. While the City currently takes immediate enforcement action when unlicensed business activity is discovered—typically by issuing a courtesy warning—there is no defined violation penalty at that stage, resulting in initial enforcement actions that do not carry a monetary consequence.

This ordinance seeks to amend Section 41-79 to add a new subsection (d), establishing a $250 Code Compliance fine for any business found operating without a valid BTR and CU, regardless of whether an application is pending. The fine is intended as a deterrent and enforcement tool, not a substitute for payment of the required taxes or fees. The ordinance will allow Code Compliance staff to issue the fine per violation and proceed with enforcement through Chapter 11 of the City Code, which governs code enforcement hearings and penalties before the Special Magistrate.

In evaluating the proposed $250 Code Compliance penalty, staff conducted a review of enforcement practices in other nearby municipalities related to unlicensed business activity. A summary of their fines is attached as an addendum. In accordance with the City’s established code enforcement procedures, the $250 Code Compliance fine will be imposed via citation at the Notice of Violation stage, following the initial issuance of a courtesy warning.



LEGISLATIVE ACTION: (IF APPLICABLE)
	Date:
	Resolution/Ordinance No.
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



FINANCIAL INFORMATION: (IF APPLICABLE)
	No.
	Amount
	Account No.
	Source of Funds

	1.
	$250
	001.7100.000.351100
	Judgments & Fines

	2.
	
	
	

	Total:
	$0
	

	Fiscal Impact Statement: The adoption of this ordinance is expected to have a positive fiscal impact on the City of Doral. By establishing a defined $250 Code Compliance penalty for businesses found operating without a valid BTR and/or CU, the City will enhance its ability to collect revenue from noncompliant business operators who previously failed to meet regulatory requirements.

While the primary goal of the ordinance is to promote compliance rather than generate revenue, it is anticipated that the enforcement of this provision will result in an increased collection of local business taxes and related fees from previously unregistered businesses, recovery of enforcement costs incurred by the Code Compliance Department in identifying and addressing unlicensed business operations, and will provide an additional deterrent value, reducing the need for repeated or escalated enforcement efforts in the long term.

The ordinance does not create any new positions or require additional expenditure for implementation. Existing Compliance personnel will administer the penalty using the procedures already established under Chapter 11 of the City Code. As such, implementation can occur within current departmental resources and with minimal operational impact.




STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT:
	This proposed amendment aligns with the Public Safety and Revenue, Innovation, and Efficiency portions of the City’s strategic plan. 

By requiring all businesses to obtain a valid Business Tax Receipt and/or Certificate of Use, the city ensures that commercial operations comply with zoning, fire safety, building codes, and other regulatory safeguards. This ordinance strengthens the enforcement of those requirements, reducing the risk of unsafe, unregulated businesses operating in the community.

The ordinance protects the City’s revenue base by incentivizing timely business registration and discouraging noncompliant operations that avoid paying their fair share of local taxes and fees. It also improves enforcement efficiency by enabling Code Compliance officers to address violations without requiring repeated warnings or prolonged investigative processes.



ATTACHMENT(S):
A. Municipal Penalty Comparison
Council Meeting 
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